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HOW IT WORKS
We have tried to offer as wide a range of subjects as possible to meet our students’

needs based on feedback from our student council and student surveys.

Once the Year 9s have had their meeting with their Head of Year and made their

choices, parents will be informed of their option choices via MyEd. If you then wish to

discuss option choices further, please do contact Mr Abel by telephoning the main

office.

In this booklet you will find the subject overviews that will tell you what the course is

about, how you will be assessed, possible careers options and more!

If you have any subject specific queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Head of

Department who will be happy to run through their course subject with you. We hope this is a

smooth process for everyone and we are looking forward to welcoming our next GCSE cohort in

September!

P BAND
If you are a P Band student you will study the following mandatory

subjects:

English Language

English Literature

Maths

Spanish

Combined Science (which counts as 2 GCSEs. If you choose to study

Physics, Biology and Chemistry separately you will not study combined

and this will count as 3 GCSEs)

You must choose a Humanities subject; either History or Geography or

both.

To make up your 8 GCSEs you will need to choose 1 more subject in

addition to your Humanities choice (if you choose to study both

humanities subjects, you will not pick any further subjects).

Due to potential issues with class sizes, you will need to rank your choices from

first choice to your last choice as some students may not receive their first

choice of options.



Smith & Nephew

Reckitt

Siemens

Hobson & Porter

Houltons

BP

Ernst Young

KCOM

Associated British Ports

P&O Ferries

NHS

BAE

Sewells

Jackson's

BBC

Some of the largest employers in Hull include:

CAREERS IN HULL
Historically, employment in Hull has centered around the fishing industry. Today,

the development of the city has led to large growth in other occupational areas

including retail, logistics, science, and leisure and tourism.

Hull also remains a major port and is one of the leading UK’s leading ports for

the import of forestry products. The Finland Terminal is a major UK hub for

Finnish paper, handling about 1 million tonnes per year.

MAJOR EMPLOYERS IN HULL

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT NUMBERS
IN HULL
Business & Retail

 

31,300

Health & 

Social Care

17,860

Manufacturing
 

19,065

Construction
 

6,915

Energy Sector
 

5,825

Visitor Economy
 

8,830

Ports & Logistics
 

4,755

Creative & Digital
 

2,580

Engineering
 

1,690



WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
Language – This GCSE in English language encourages learners to read

fluently and write effectively. Learners should be able to demonstrate a

confident control of standard English and they should be able to write

grammatically correct sentences, deploy

figurative language and analyse texts.

Literature – The Eduqas GCSE in English literature encourages learners to

develop knowledge and skills in reading, writing and critical thinking. It

provides learners with opportunities to read widely for pleasure across a

range of high quality texts in the genres of prose, poetry

 and drama and to develop an understanding of how

literature is both rich and influential. It enables learners 

to make connections across their reading and develop 

a clear understanding of literary works and also 

prepares them for the study of literature at a

higher level.

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE/
ENGLISH
LITERATURE
'A WRITER ONLY STARTS A BOOK. 
A READER FINISHES IT.'

REQUIRED



WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Identifying and interpreting explicit and implicit information and ideas.

Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to

achieve effects and influence readers. 

Compare writers' ideas and perspectives.

Evaluate texts critically and support with textual references.

Communicate

Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively.

Select and adapt tone, style and register for different forms,

Organise information and ideas.

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity,

Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting.

Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language.

Use spoken English effectively in speeches and presentations.

English Language

Reading

Writing

      purposes and audiences.

      purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.

Spoken Language

SUBJECT CONTENT

Critical Reading and Comprehension

Writing for a variety of genres and purposes

Spoken Language 

English Language 

       (such as stories, articles, letters and    

        speeches.)

Reading Comprehension and Reading

Critically

Writing

at least one play by Shakespeare

at least one 19th century novel

a selection of poetry since 1789, including

representative Romantic Poetry.

fiction or drama from the British Isles from

1914 onwards

English Literature

In addition, learners are required to study the

following content:

The examination must also include questions

on texts that learners have not read previously

('unseen' texts).



Digital Copywriter

Editorial Assistant

English as Foreign Language Teacher

Lexicographer

Magazine Journalist

Newspaper Journalist

Private tutor

Publishing Copy-editor

Proofreader

Secondary School teacher

Web Content Mangager

Writer

Marketing 

Librarian

Advertising

Social Media Manager

Speech & Language Therapy

WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Read, understand and respond to texts.

Maintain a critical style and develop a personal response.

Use textual references, including quotations, to support interpretations

Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and

effects.

Show understanding of the relationships between the texts and contexts in which

they were written.

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect,

with accurate spelling and punctuation.

English Literature

STUDYING ENGLISH MAY LEAD TO:



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Romeo and Juliet by Shakespeare 

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

An Inspector Calls by JB Priestley

Poetry from the Eduqas Anthology. 

At The Boulevard Academy, the texts you will 

study are:



WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential in

equipping students with the right skills to reach their future

destination, whatever that may be. 

This qualification enables students to 

engage with, explore, enjoy and 

succeed in maths. 

MATHS
'MATHS GIVES US HOPE
THAT EVERY PROBLEM
HAS A SOLUTION'

REQUIRED



WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of

mathematical methods and concepts.

Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve

problems. 

Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw

conclusions. 

Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical

information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information and

context.

Courses based on this specification in mathematics should enable

students to: 

SUBJECT CONTENT

Number

Algebra

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change

Representing Data / Statistics

Geometry and Measure

Probability and Sets

Throughout years 10 and 11, students take part in a curriculum that is designed to

fully prepare them for the new GCSE in Maths (AQA). The scheme of learning has

been carefully designed for complete curriculum coverage and opportunities to

re-visit all key concepts regularly to ensure skills and understanding are fully

embedded.

The curriculum is broken into the following themes:



HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Assessment for Maths will take place across 3 exam papers:

written exam: 1 hour

30 mins

80 marks

non-calculator

33 1/3% of the GCSE

Mathematics

assessment

Paper 1: Non-calculator 

What's assessed:

Content from any part of

the specification may be

assessed.

How it's assessed:

written exam: 1 hour

30 mins

80 marks

calculator allowed

33 1/3% of the GCSE

Mathematics

assessment

Paper 2: Calculator 

What's assessed:

Content from any part of

the specification may be

assessed.

How it's assessed:

written exam: 1 hour

30 mins

80 marks

calculator allowed

33 1/3% of the GCSE

Mathematics

assessment

Paper 3: Calculator 

What's assessed:

Content from any part of

the specification may be

assessed.

How it's assessed:

Question types:

A mix of questions styles across all 3 papers, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step

problems.

The mathematical demand increases as student progresses through the paper.

STUDYING MATHS MAY LEAD TO
Accounting

Engineering

Banking

Financial Advisors

Investment Analysts

Stock brokers

Scientists

Medicine

Data Analyst

Astronomer

Game Designer

Software tester



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

In order to support the delivery of the curriculum,

students will have access to a variety of online

resources, including Hegarty Maths, MyMaths and TT

Rockstars. Students are given homework tasks

weekly that are designed to support students

perfect their exam skills to ensure that as many

marks as possible are achieved in all forms of exam

questions.



SCIENCE
'SOMEWHERE,
SOMETHING
INCREDIBLE IS
WAITING TO BE
KNOWN'

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
The courses on offer aim to support the development of fundamental

concepts and principles through the delivery of both theoretical and

practical Biology, Chemistry and Physics. We teach Biology, Chemistry,

and Physics in ways that help our students to develop curiosity 

about the natural world, have an insight into how science works and an 

appreciation of its relevance to their everyday lives. Students will be

able to 

demonstrate this through rigorous examination where scientific

understanding

 is applied to a variety of contexts. 

There are two different routes on offer: 

1.       Trilogy – Combined science ( worth 2 GCSES)

2.      Separate sciences – Biology, Chemistry and Physics (worth 3

GCSES)

All students will complete the Trilogy course at GCSE level and will 

begin this content post-Christmas holiday in year 9. Those who 

choose separate sciences will begin the additional lessons in year 10 to

cover the extra content over the remaining two years.



HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Paper 1 – Biology topics 1-4 

Paper 2 – Chemistry topics 8-12

Paper 3 – Physics topics – 18-21

Paper 4 – Biology topics 5-7 (including the fundamentals from topics 1-4)

Paper 5 – Chemistry topics 13-17 (including the fundamentals from topics 8-12) 

Paper 6 – Physics topics – 22-24 (including the fundamentals from topics 18-21)

Paper 1 – Biology topics 1-4

Paper 2 – Biology topics 5-7

Paper 1 – Chemistry topics 8-12

Paper 2 – Chemistry topics 13-17

Paper 1 – Physics topics – 18-21 

Paper 2 – Physics topics – 22-24 and Space Physics

Combined Science Trilogy 

Six written exams, each 1hr and 15 minutes, they are each worth 70 marks and cover 16.7% of the

GCSE. Either at Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher Tier (grades 4-9)

Separate Science

Six papers in total. Two written exams in each subject, each 1hr and 45 minutes, they are each worth

100 marks and cover 50% of the GCSE. Either at Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher Tier (grades 4-9)

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Cell biology

Organisation

Infection and response

Bioenergetics

Homeostasis and

response

Inheritance, variation

and evolution

Ecology

BIOLOGY

Atomic structure and the

periodic table

Bonding, structure, and the

properties of matter

Quantitative chemistry

Chemical changes

Energy changes

The rate and extent of

chemical change

Organic chemistry

Chemical analysis

Chemistry of the atmosphere

Using resources

CHEMISTRY

SUBJECT CONTENT

Energy

Electricity

Particle model of

matter

Atomic structure

Forces

Magnetism and

Electromagnetism

Waves

PHYSICS

The course content below is what will be studied for the trilogy option (separate sciences will study

the same content but with extra detail in each unit plus space physics).



WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Arithmetic an numerical computation

Handling Data

Algebra

Graphs

Geometry and Trigonometry

This is done by applying and developing what is known an understanding

of abstract ideas and models. 

Through practical work, we are able to make sense of new information

and observations, and provide insights into the development of scientific

thinking.

Devising and investigating testable questions. 

Identifying and controlling variables.   

Analysing, interpreting and evaluating data.

Using specialist equipment to take measurements.

Handling and manipulating equipment with confidence and fluency.

Recognising hazards and planning how to minimise risk.

Mathematical Skills

Biology – 10% maths content

Chemistry – 20% maths content 

Physics – 30% maths content

  

Working Scientifically

Trilogy has 16 assessed practicals.

Biology, Chemistry and Physics have 8 assessed practicals each (24 in total).

To support and consolidate scientific concepts (knowledge and

understanding)

  

To develop investigative skills. These transferable skills include:   

 

To build and master practical skills such as:



Successful completion of either of these courses enables a solid foundation for students

to move onto college and study A-level Sciences, with the potential to move on to higher

education at university. If university isn’t for you, an understanding of the science around

us is needed for many apprenticeships and careers that are out there. 

Examples of careers linked to the sciences are below:

Please note, the list above is not exhaustive, as there are

so many STEM careers that an understanding of science

is required.

STUDYING SCIENCES MAY LEAD TO:

Medicine – doctor, nurse, dentist, researcher, vet,

paramedic

Education – teacher, lecturer, professor

Engineering - aerospace industry, energy industry,

electrical engineering

Computer Science – programming, data scientist

Biochemistry – molecular biochemistry, stem cell research

Biology – marine biologist, oceanographer, microbiologist

Chemistry – forensics, pharmacist, minerals technology

Physics – theoretical physicist, astronomer, medical physics



WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
This course focuses on a range of topic areas that allow students to develop 

their understanding of written and spoken Spanish. The course helps 

students develop an insight into another culture and provides

 a basis for further study. It encourages enjoyment of language

 learning and the recognition that language skills enable 

students to take their place in a multi-lingual global society. 

Studying languages can be a fantastic way to gain confidence, 

discover new cultures and add value to a CV.

         In GCSE languages, we study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based:

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 
 

Although the GCSE content will officially be covered over 2 years, students will

have already been exposed to the topic areas over their 

         previous 3 years of study. We will ensure that students have the fundamental     

       skills to access the full curriculum which comprises of 8 key modules. The skills

developed range from comprehension through to skills studied in English such as

inference. Once they have mastered the key concepts of languages study, students

will then delve into the complexities of language learning through different topic

areas. They will develop their knowledge and understanding of new vocabulary and

grammatical terms.

SPANISH
'A DIFFERENT
LANGUAGE IS A
DIFFERENT VISION
OF LIFE'

SUBJECT CONTENT

REQUIRED



WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Develop their ability to communicate confidently and

coherently with native speakers in speech and writing,

conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy.

Express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and

fluently.

Listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech

at near normal speed.

Deepen their knowledge about how language works and

enrich their vocabulary to increase their independent use and

understanding of extended language in a range of contexts. 

Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through

the ability to understand and respond to authentic spoken

and written material, adapted and abridged, as appropriate,

including literary texts. 

Develop awareness and understanding of the culture and

identity of the countries and communities where Spanish is

spoken. 

Make appropriate links to other areas of the 

Develop language learning skills both 

Develop language strategies, including repair strategies.

Courses based on this specification should enable students to:

curriculum to enable bilingual and deeper 

learning, where the language 

may become a medium for 

constructing and applying knowledge. 

for immediate use and prepare them for 

further language study in school, higher 

education or employment. 



HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language

Written exam: 35 minutes (F), 45 minutes (H), 40 marks (F), 50 marks (H)

Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes

Oral assessment: 7–9 minutes (F Tier) + prep time, 10–12 minutes (H Tier) + prep time 60 marks (for

each of F Tier and H Tier)

Role-play – 15 marks (2 minutes at F Tier; 2 minutes at H Tier)

Photo card – 15 marks (2 minutes at F Tier; 3 minutes at H Tier)

General conversation – 30 marks (3–5 minutes at F Tier; 5–7 minutes at H Tier)

Understanding and responding to different types of written language

Written exam: 45 minutes (F Tier), 1 hour (H Tier) 60 marks (for each of F Tier and H Tier)

Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English 

Section B – questions in Spanish, to be answered in Spanish 

Section C – translation from Spanish into English (a min of 35 words at F Tier and 50 words at H

Tier)

Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes 

Written exam: 1 hour (F Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (H Tier) 50 marks at 

Foundation Tier

Q 1 – message (produces 4 sentences in response to a photo) – 

Q 2 – short passage (student writes a piece of continuous text in 

Q 3 – translation from English into Spanish (min. 35 words) 

Q 4 – structured writing task (student responds to 4 compulsory

Higher Tier

Q 1 –  structured writing task (student responds to four 

Q2 –  open-ended writing task (student responds to two 

Q3 – translation from English into Spanish (minimum 50 words) – 12 marks

There are 4 assessments the sudents will sit in their final year: Listening, Speaking, Reading & Writing.

Paper 1: Listening

Section  A – questions in English, to be answered in English

Section B – questions in Spanish, to be answered in Spanish or non-verbally

Paper 2: Speaking 

Paper 3: Reading

Paper 4: Writing

F Tier and 60 marks at H Tier

8 marks

response to four bullet points, approx. 40 words) – 16 marks

– 10 marks

detailed bullet  points, producing approx. 90 words) – choice 

from two questions – 16 marks

compulsory detailed bullet points, producing approx. 90 words) 

– there is a choice from 2 questions – 16 marks

compulsory detailed bullet  points, producing approximately 150 words) - there is a choice

from two questions – 32 marks



Teaching (either the foreign language or teaching 

Translation and Interpreting

Working in International Organisations 

Armed Forces

There are numerous employment prospects open to languages students, and popular

choices include:

English as a Foreign Language)

There are also opportunities in all other fields of work including in the 

fields of journalism, creative arts and law.

STUDYING SPANISH MAY LEAD TO:

Within our current climate, having a languages GCSE has never been more 

vital for young people in the UK and provides students with many skills that 

they can apply to other subjects and aspects of their future careers.

Languages are actively sought in the world of work with many employers 

stating that speakers of another language are some of the most employable 

people.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
GCSE History is a two-year course.  The course aims to develop

and extend 

knowledge and understanding of specified key historical events, 

periods and societies in local, British, and wider world history. The

aim of the 

course is to promote, develop and improve independent learning,

written and verbal 

communication and critical and reflective thinking. 

GCSE History lessons combine a variety of teaching styles to suit

different types of 

learners such as collaborative learning, research tasks, ICT style

lessons, role play and 

much more. Ultimately, GCSE History aims to prepare you for

further study whilst 

developing important transferable skills, that are highly

recognised by employers.

HISTORY
'THE MORE YOU
KNOW ABOUT THE
PAST, THE BETTER
PREPARED YOU ARE
FOR THE FUTURE'

MUST CHOOSE THIS
OR GEOGRAPHY



SUBJECT CONTENT
GCSE History requires students to study the following topics:

          

Germany 1890-1945: Democracy to Dictatorship

Part One: Germany and the growth of Democracy, 1890 - 1929

Part Two: Germany and the Depression, 1929 - 1933

Part Three: The experiences of Germans under the Nazis, 1933 - 1945

 

Conflict and Tension: First World War, 1894 to 1918

    Part One: The Causes of the First World War

   Part Two: The First World War: Reasons for Stalemate

Part Three: What Caused the End of the War?

Britain: Health and the People: c1000 to the Present Day

Part One: Medieval Medicine, 1000 - 1500

Part Two: The Beginnings of Medical Change in Britain, 1500 - 1700

Part Three: A Revolution of Change, 1700 - 1900

Part Four: Modern Medicine, 1900 – Present Day

        

         

Elizabethan England, c1568-1603

Part One: Elizabeth’s Royal Court and Parliament

Part Two: Life in Elizabethan Times

Part Three: Troubles at Home and Abroad

Part Four: A Historic Study on the troubles surrounding Sheffield Manor

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
GCSE History consists of two examined papers. There is no internally

assessed course work or controlled assessment.

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world

Written examination: 2 hours long and accounts for

50% of the qualification.

Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

Written examination: 2 hours long and 

accounts for 50% of the qualification.



WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

The ability to research books, sources and the internet for information and

evidence.

The ability to make inferences (read between the lines) of source material.

The ability to think like a historian; establishing and following 

Good verbal and written communication. You must be able to 

The ability to work independently and collaboratively

Resilience: You never give up!

Recommended skills and attributes needed to study GCSE History

include:
        

lines of enquiry.

construct extended pieces of written work that justify an 

opinion. 

Teacher          

Journalist          

Politician          

Historian          

Lawyer          

Archivist

A History GCSE is not job specific, its students have the skills that enable them to pursue

a variety of careers demanding a wide range of skills. Some of the career 

routes include,

Civil Servant

Tourist and museum guide

Librarian

Archaeologist

Banking and financial advisor

STUDYING HISTORY MAY LEAD TO:



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For further information on subject content, please visit:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse

Student will use the History books published by Oxford University Press during the

course. For further information please see:

https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/series/oxford-aqa-gcse-

history/?region=uk



WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?

Develop knowledge of locations, places and environments at local, regional, national and global

levels.

Develop understanding of specialised geographical concepts and current geographical issues.

Further develop research, data analysis, data presentation and evaluation skill including those used

in fieldwork. 

Develop literacy skills such as persuasive language, extended writing and producing texts which

are appropriate to task, reader and purpose.

Enable learners to become critical and reflective thinkers. 

Enable learners to develop well-evidenced, balanced and structured 

Provide learners with the confidence, knowledge and skills to provide 

Over the course of the 2 years students will gain knowledge ad understanding of the following of the

following course content:

     

 

arguments which are based upon their geographical knowledge and

understanding. 

sustainable solutions to current and future challenges.

GEOGRAPHY
'WITHOUT GEOGRAPHY YOU'RE
NOWHERE'

MUST CHOOSE THIS
OR HISTORY



HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
There is no internally assessed coursework or controlled assessment.  

Component 1: Living with the physical environment

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes long and accounts for 35% of the

qualification.

Component 2: Challenges in the human environment 

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes long and accounts for 35% of the 

qualification.

Component 3: Geographical applications 

Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes long a

nd accounts for 30% of the qualification.

SUBJECT CONTENT
Tropical storms and UK weather hazards 

Rainforests and hot deserts

India and the city of Mumbai (India) 

Liverpool (UK) 

Climate change

World development

Collecting analysing and presenting fieldwork data

UK industry

Natural and tectonic hazards

Coastal landforms and the management of erosion

River landforms and flood management

UK and Global use of natural resources

Sustainable living and travel in London



WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?
The ability to research books, sources and the internet for information and evidence.

The ability to effectively collect, record, present and analyse data.

Good understanding of maths and statistics.

The ability to work independently and within a team. 

Good verbal and written communication. You must be able to effectively construct short,

medium and extended pieces of written work which provide answers or justify an opinion.

Good time management. You complete all set work and meet

deadlines.

               Resilience and perseverance. You never     

               give up. 

                   An interest in problem solving, how the               

                     natural environment works (rivers, coastal  

                     erosion, climate change, earthquakes) 

                     and how and why quality of life varies

                     around the world.

Teacher

University lecturer

Banker 

Accountant 

Lawyer

Armed forces

Diplomat

Travel agent

Travel writer

Courses BTEC Level 3 Performing  Arts - These could lead onto a degree in Theatre

Studies or a course in Acting at a Performing Arts School. 

TV researcher

Surveyor

Estate agent 

Town planner

Weather forecaster 

Architect 

Architect or urban 

Retail or leisure centre manager

planner for sustainable 

projects

STUDYING GEOGRAPHY MAY LEAD TO:



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
As part of the course, learners are expected to undertake two fieldwork enquiries, each

in a contrasting environment. Learners do not have to complete any assessed

coursework which is associated with the two fieldtrips. 

However, the skills and knowledge gained from the fieldtrips will

be assessed in the form of an exam which is externally assessed.

 

  This exam is Component 3: Geographical applications. 

Component 3 is a written examination: its 1 hour 15

minutes long and accounts for 30% of the qualification.



WHAT IS THE COURSE 
ABOUT?
This is a vibrant and dynamic course that gives everyone who loves art the

 freedom and inspiration to interpret different topics, taking into

 consideration your own interests and aspirations for the future. The 

course is designed to bring out the best in all those who have chosen it, 

whilst also equipping you with the life skills to continue the subject with 

confidence at AS, A-level and beyond. 

Lessons are tailored to the individual needs of all, providing a range of creative and exciting

opportunities to develop and explore personal interests within Art and Design.

   SUBJECT CONTENT
Your Art GCSE will begin with two terms of skill-based lessons in art,

focused on a variety of artistic styles, the formal elements of art, and

historical and present cultural and social influences in the arts. Throughout

this time, you will look at a range of artists across history. You will develop

a strong knowledge of the assessment objectives used within an Art GCSE

in order to prepare you for the independent project aspects in your GCSE.

This will also help you start to understand how to write about your work. 

After this, you will complete a variety of set projects based on cultural and

social influences and a variety of artistic styles. Projects are aimed at

supporting you when exploring and experimenting with a wide range of

 materials, tools and techniques, and making independent decisions about your work and your

strengths in art. You will develop printing, sculptural, painting, observational and fine art skills as well

as using a wide range of classical and modern artists to inspire your work.  

ART &
DESIGN
'CREATIVE THINKING INSPIRES IDEAS
IDEAS INSPIRE
CHANGE'



HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The course has two components, comprising of:

Component 1 (accounts for 60% of your qualification) - a ‘Portfolio’

selected from the two years of study. The portfolio will include the

best work from a variety of projects developed from given starting

points.

Component 2 (accounts for 40% of your qualification) - an ‘Externally

set assignment’. The externally set task is set by the exam board, this

includes a number of starting points for you to choose from. You will

select a starting point dependent on your interests alongside your skills

and develop a project leading to a final outcome. The final outcome is

then completed over 10 hours under exam conditions. This 10 hour

period is completed over two consecutive days.

The course is marked using a total of four equally weighted

Assessment Objectives (possible total 50 marks each): 

AO1 – Develop ideas through 

investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

AO2 – Refine work by exploring ideas, 

selecting and experimenting with 

appropriate media, materials, techniques 

and processes.  
    

AO3 – Record ideas, observations and 

insights relevant to intentions as work 

progresses.

AO4 – Present a personal and meaningful 

response that realises intentions and 

demonstrates understanding of visual 

language.



WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?
Resilience – Artistic creations are born through problem solving. It takes

time to create, especially when editing. In an increasingly competitive

world, where people are being asked to continually develop new skills,

resilience is essential to achieving success.

Engagement – Showing creative thinking, being able to think on your feet,

approach

tasks from different perspectives and thinking ‘outside of the box’ will

distinguish your art work from others.

Self-Awareness – Every time you enter the art room you should be in a

position where you know exactly what you are doing and the materials you

need because you have organised your time effectively beforehand. You

should be aware of your own strengths and development areas in order to

make independent decisions.

Passion – You must have the passion to follow through with artistic

endeavours, no matter how challenging, so that you learn to associate

passion with a feeling of accomplishment.

Empathy – You need to be able to appreciate

and understand how others express their

feelings and ideas in their art work.

 

Communication – You need to be able to

explain your personal ideas and choices clearly. 

Teamwork – You need to be able to understand

that feedback is part of learning and it is not

something to be offended by or to be taken

personally. It is something helpful. You should be

open to collaborating with your peers. 

 



STUDYING ART MAY LEAD TO
Advertising Director

Sign Writer

Art Critic

Illustrator

Fashion Designer

Animator

Web Designer

Digital Illustrator

Games Designer

Special Effects Designer

YouTube Video Creator 

Photographer

Camera Operator

Photographer Journalism

Jeweller

Glass Artist

Toy Designer

Architect

Landscape Artist

Urban Designer

Prop Designer

Set Designer

Graphic Novel Writer

Fashion Designer

Costume Designer

Art Therapist

Art Dealer

School Teacher

Cartoonist

Special Effects Makeup

Mural Artist

Furniture Designer

Storyboard Director

Film Director.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
There will be possible opportunities to work with colleges and

universities to experience life after GCSEs and the wide range of

subjects and careers that open up after studying an art GCSE.

 

We would like to provide opportunities to students to visit galleries and

experience local culture, and complete workshops with local artists,

broadening students’ own practices.



WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
The course is for students who have a genuine interest in ICT,

media and those who have a creative or artistic flair. Students will

learn to organise their work effectively in terms of the

presentation and the way it is stored on the network. Students

need to be motivated as the course rewards hard work and self-

reliance. Students will be experimenting with 

unfamiliar software and be able to make effective use of helps

files and video tutorials. 

The course is a written study 

of media in the world which 

allows the students to 

experience several different 

mediums. 

CREATIVE
IMEDIA
'CREATIVITY IS
INTELLIGENCE
HAVING FUN'



SUBJECT CONTENT
Alongside theory content, IMedia lessons will focus on practical skills using software required to

complete the controlled assessment tasks. In learning these skills, students develop problem solving

skills, the ability to work to tight schedules and how to meet the needs of professional client briefs. 

                                                           Throughout the course students use professional level  

                                                           software to complete project work within digital imaging            

                                                           using Adobe Photoshop and animation using a variety of            

                                                           online platforms. 

WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis 

Analyse and compare how media products construct and communicate meaning

and generate intended interpretations and responses 

Respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and understanding of

media issues

Use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately.

Develop practical skills by creating their own

Apply knowledge and understanding of media 

Use media language to express and communicate 

meaning to an intended audience.

This specification enables learners to develop a range of skills covering the analysis

and creation of media products. 

When analysing media, learners will:

 

When creating media, learners will: 

independent media production 

language and representation from the theoretical 

framework to a media production 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
There are no specific requirements for prior learning 

with this qualification. It builds upon the knowledge, 

understanding and skills acquired at Key Stages 1–3 

in a wide range of subjects, including English, ICT 

and creative subjects.

This qualification provides a strong foundation for students to progress to

A Level in Media Studies or Level 3 vocational qualifications. 

Careers directly related to studying Media Studies:

Runner,

broadcasting/film/video  

Social media manager

Television/film/video producer   

Web content manager

Media planner

Multimedia specialist.

Programme researcher,

broadcasting/film/video

Public relations officer.

STUDYING IMEDIA MAY LEAD TO:



WHAT IS THE COURSE 
ABOUT?
The OCR Level 2 Cambridge National in Sport Science can help you take your first

 steps towards a career in sport and fitness. You’ll learn essential skills that are relevant 

to the Exercise, Physical Activity and Health Sector as well as life skills such as team 

work, critical thinking and creativity.

Students can achieve an OCR Level 2 Cambridge National in Sport Science at either

Pass, Merit or Distinction level. The course covers a range of areas linking to sport and 

physical exercise that students will cover in practical and theory sessions.

OCR LEVEL 2
CAMBRIDGE 
 NATIONAL IN
SPORT SCIENCE
'PERSISTENCE CAN CHANGE FAILURE
INTO EXTRAORDINARY
ACHIEVEMENT'

  SUBJECT CONTENT
The OCR National Level 2  in Sport Science  has been designed primarily for young people who may wish to

explore a vocational route throughout Key Stage 4, but it is also suitable for other learners who want a

vocationally focused introduction to this area of study.

 

Students will cover three units over the course of two years and are assessed in a variety of ways.

Unit R180 – Reducing the risk of sports injuries and dealing with common medical conditions 

Unit R181 – Applying the principles of training: fitness and how it affects performance

and

Unit R182 - The Body's response to physical activity and how technology informs this

or

Unit R183 – Nutrition and sports performance 

 

Students will be developing their knowledge across all units in core and theory lessons. In particular, each half term will focus on

different aspects of fitness by linking practical learning to key terminology such as fitness components, training and testing.

Students will also cover a fitness unit in practical lessons which will familiarise them on specific training methods and content

linked to this.   

During core lessons students will have the opportunity to develop their knowledge of rules and regulations of sport by competing

in competitive games. In core lessons students will be able to officiate games to further develop their knowledge and

confidence. PE lessons will involve team and individual sports. During these activities’ students will develop an awareness of the

structure of lessons and develop their leadership skills and qualities by leading warm ups and small group activities.



HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The majority of the units are assessed by moderated internal

assessment. This means that all the work students complete

through the course is linked to their assessment grade.

Students are given individual assignments that are completed

during classroom or practical activities. Assessment can be

done by both visual/practical/recorded

performance or written work. 

 

Unit R180 – Reducing the risk of sports injuries ad dealing with

common medical conditions : assessed through a written

externally marked exam (1 hour 15 mins).

and 

Unit R181– Applying the principles of training - fitness and

how it affects skill performance: assessed through an OCR

set assignment consisting of 5 tasks

Choose one of the remaining units

Unit R182 – The body's response to physical activity and how

technology informs this: assessed through an OCR set

assignment consisting of 3 tasks

Unit R183 – Nutrition and sports performance: 

assessed through an OCR set assignment 

consisting of 4 tasks



WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Factors affecting the risk and severity of an injury

Warm up and cool down routines

Different types and causes of sports injuries

Reducing risk, treatment and rehabilitation of sports injuries and medical

conditions

Causes, symptoms and treatments 

Components of fitness applied in sport

Principles of training in sport

Organising and planning a fitness training programme

Evaluate own performance in planning and delivery of a fitness

training programme

 The cardio-respiratory system and how the use of technology supports

different types of sports and their intensities

The musculoskeletal system and how the use of technology supports different

types of sports and their movements

Short-term effects of exercise on the cardio-respiratory and musculoskeletal

systems

Long-term effects of exercise on the 

 Nutrients needed for a healthy, balanced 

 Applying differing dietary requirements to varying types

 Developing a balanced nutrition plan for a selected

How nutritional behaviours can be managed 

Unit R180: Reducing the risk of sports injuries and dealing with common

medical conditions

Unit R181: Applying the principles of training: fitness and how it

affects skill performance

Unit R182: The body’s response to physical activity and how technology

informs this

      cardio-respiratory and musculoskeletal systems

Unit R183: Nutrition and sports performance

       nutrition plan

       of sporting activity

       sporting activity

       to improve sports performance



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
With the OCR National, you'll be assessed throughout the course, on a range of

assignments, rather than in one final exam. 

This OCR Nationals let you present your work in a way that suits your style and makes the

best of what you produce. This ensures that all work contributes to your final

assessment. 

Students will be responsible for producing their assessment

criteria to specific deadlines and in a variety of ways across

the four units. Students will be responsible for carrying out

practical demonstrations, producing written reports, graphs

or posters as well as giving verbal or online presentations.

STUDYING SPORT SCIENCE MAY LEAD
TO:

Sports Coaching

Sports Development

Event Management

P.E Teacher

Physiotherapy

Sports Rehabilitation

Nursing

Sports Science teaches the knowledge and skills students will need to work in the sports

industry. After completing OCR Level 2 Cambridge National in Sport Science, learners

can go on to study BTEC Nationals, A levels or a combination of the two. 

Sports Science will give students a knowledge base linking to the following professions:



COMPUTER
SCIENCE
'THE BEST WAY TO
PREDICT THE FUTURE IS
TO CREATE IT'

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
• Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts

of Computer Science, including

  abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data

representation.

• Analyse problems in computational terms through practical

experience of solving such problems, including designing, 

writing and debugging programs.

• Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically, and 

critically.

• Understand the components that make up digital systems, and

how

 they communicate with one another and with other systems. 

• Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual

and to wider society.

• Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science.



SUBJECT CONTENT
There are three discrete areas of study within GCSE Computer Science: 

                                      Exam One- Computer Systems: This exam focusses on how 

                                                          Computer systems work including:

                                                                    - Computer hardware and internal components

                                                                    - Computer networking technologies

                                                                    - Digital system security

                                                                    - Legal issues that computer scientists must be   

                                                                       aware of

   Exam Two- Computational thinking, algorithms, and programming: This exam focusses 

                       on the theoretical aspects of software development including 

                                    -  Understanding algorithms

                                    -  Rules of effective programming

                                    -  Data representation and logic

                                    -  Different programming languages

  Practical Programming- Python: Although not formally assessed, success within exam 

                                            two relies on students developing applied practical skills. In  

                                            both year 10 and 11, at least 20 hours of lesson time are 

                                           dedicated to becoming fluent software developers using               

                                           Python. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The Computer Systems topic is assessed via a 1 hour and 30 minute written examination

(Paper 1) that will be held in the summer examination window of year 11. Paper 1 is worth

50% of the overall GCSE mark.

 

The Computational thinking, algorithms and programming topic is also assessed via a 1

hour and 30 minute written examination (Paper 2) that will also be held in the summer

examination window of year 11. 

Paper 2 is again worth 50% of the overall GCSE mark.

 

The Programming Project is completed in class and is 

compulsory to pass the course. Students undertake the 

Programming Project during their year 11 studies for a 

period of 20 hours. The 20 hours can be split amongst 

lesson time.



STUDYING COMPUTER SCIENCE MAY LEAD TO:

Software engineer

Games developer/tester

Web designer/developer

Technical consultant

Every student should have the opportunity to learn computer science. It helps nurture

problem-solving skills, logic and creativity. By starting early, students will have a

foundation for success in any 21st-century career path. 

 

Our world has become exponentially reliant on technology. 

It is vital that children learn how to become creators, not just 

consumers of digital technology. Coding is no longer a 

marginal skill for 'geeks'. From making games, to fighting 

cybercrime, to designing a jet propulsion engine- computing

 is essential knowledge.

 

Possible careers include:

WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Systems architecture and the use of a CPU within a computer system

 The role of memory within a computer system

 How storage devices work within a modern-day computer system

 The different types of software

 System Flowcharts and Pseudocode

 How to program using Python programming.

Students will have undertaken a year 9 computer science program of study in which they

will have studied GCSE content that included: 

 Whilst not experts in Computer Science, students will be able to fully grasp the

information they have previously encountered. Students will ideally be competent

programmers in Python but a willingness to try is more important.   

A desire to succeed and overcome a variety of problems is the most vital attribute of a

computer scientist.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Students will be encouraged to work at home, and in particular program

using the programming language ‘Python’.

 

Students will use their academy laptops, the onsite computer suite and

programable equipment to further their studies. 

 

Students will be provided with access to

online resources such as Teach ICT,

Code Academy, Hour of Code, digital

and physical revision materials and

extend and reach careers-based tasks

for those that aspire to work in the IT

industry.

 

Fieldwork is not required though a future

careers-based trip may occur during the

course itself.



BTEC LEVEL1/2
TECH AWARD 
 MUSIC PRACTICE 
'MUSIC COMES TO ME MORE READILY
THAN WORDS'

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice can help you take your

first steps towards a career in Music and other Performing

Art subjects. You’ll learn essential skills such as:

communication, public speaking, collaboration, creativity,

music performance development, organisation and

leading events and activities. 

 Students can achieve a Level 1 or 2 Award in Music

Practice at either Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*

level. The course covers a range of areas making links

between music as a subject and the music industry.



SUBJECT CONTENT
The BTEC Level 1 or 2 Tech Award in Music has been designed primarily for young people

who may wish to explore a vocational route throughout Key Stage 4, but it is also suitable

for other learners who want a vocationally focused introduction to this area of study. 

Students will cover 3 units over the course of the year and are assessed in a variety of

ways.

             Component  1 – Exploring Music Products and Styles

 

         Component  2 – Music Skills Development 

 

      Component 3 – Responding to a Music Brief

 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The majority of the units are assessed by moderated internal assessment. This means

that all the work students complete through the course is linked to their assessment

grade. Students are given individual assignments that are completed during classroom

or practical activities. Assessment can be done by both visual/practical/recorded

performance or written work. 

Component 1 – Exploring Music Products and Styles: assessed through an internally  

                        marked assignment.

Component 2 – Music Skills Development: assessed through an internally marked 

                          assignment.

Component 3 – Responding to a Music Brief: assessed 

                         through an externally set exam 



LEARNING AIMS OF THE UNITS STUDIED

Demonstrate an understanding of styles of music  

Apply understanding of the use of techniques to create music.

Demonstrate professional and commercial skills for the 

Apply development processes for music skills and 

AO1 Understand how to respond to a music brief 

AO2 Select and apply musical skills in response to a music brief 

AO3 Present a final musical product in response to a music brief 

AO4 Comment on the creative process and outcome in response to a music brief

Component 1 – Exploring Music Products and Styles

 Component 2 – Music Skills Development 

      music industry 

      techniques.

Component 3 – Responding to a Music Brief

BTEC in Music teaches the knowledge and skills students will need to work in the Music

industry. After completing a BTEC First, learners can go on to study BTEC Nationals, A

levels or a combination of the two. 

BTEC Music may allow students to continue onto the following professions:

Music/Record Producer

Performer

Songwriter

Recording/Sound Engineer

Music Teacher

Composer

Music Therapist

Conductor

Music Journalist

Booking agent

Arranger; 

Music Publisher; 

Weddings; 

Music Promoter;

Sound Mixer;

Event Manager/Planner; 

Music instrument sales; 

Instrument technician

STUDYING MUSIC MAY LEAD TO:



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
With BTEC, you'll be assessed throughout the course, on a range of assignments, rather

than in one final exam.

BTECs let you present your work in a way that suits your style 

and makes the best of what you produce. This ensures that all 

work contributes to your final assessment.

Students will be responsible for providing evidence linked to

 their assessment criteria in a variety of ways across the four 

units. Students will be responsible for carrying out 

performances, producing written reports, creating music 

products and compositions and delivering presentations.



BTEC
BUSINESS &
ENTERPRISE
'CHASE THE VISION,
NOT THE MONEY, THE
MONEY WILL END UP
FOLLOWING YOU'

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
The Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Enterprise, is for

students who wish to acquire knowledge and skills through

vocational contexts by studying the knowledge, behaviours and

skills related to researching, planning, pitching and reviewing

an enterprise idea. The course gives students the opportunity

to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical

learning environment. It requires learners to apply their

knowledge in practical ways, through

activities that will enable them to develop their 

ideas, for example researching an idea for 

a small enterprise.



HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment. Internal assessment for

these components has been designed to relate to achievement of application of the

conceptual underpinning for the sector through realistic tasks and activities. Internal

assessment is through assignments that are subject to external standards verification.

Component 3 is an external assessment which builds directly on Components 1 and 2,

and enables learning to be brought together and applied to realistic contexts.

Component 3: Promotion and Finance for Enterprise requires learners to analyse and

interpret information in relation to an enterprise and to make recommendations on

strategies to use to improve the performance of the enterprise. Component 3

assessment is described below: 

• External assessment set and marked by Pearson, completed under supervised

conditions. 

• The assessment must be completed in 2 hours.

• 60 marks and equates to 40% of the qualification. 

• Students are permitted to resit the external assessment once 

during their programme by taking a new assessment.

WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?
The qualification enables students to develop

their technical  skills, such as market research

skills, planning, promotional and financial

skills using realistic work scenarios, and

personal skills (such as monitoring own

performance, time management and

problem solving) through a practical and

skills-based approach to learning and

assessment. Students will acquire

knowledge, understanding 

and skills to underpin their practical activities

in assessment, which will complement their

GCSEs.



STUDYING BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE MAY LEAD TO:
This course will help students to make more informed choices for further

learning, either generally or in this sector. 

Students who achieve this qualification might consider progression to:

• A Levels as preparation for entry into higher education in a range of

subjects. 

• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National

in Enterprise and Entrepreneurship, which prepares them to enter

employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by

studying a degree in the business sector.

 

• Study of enterprise post-16 through the study of a Technical

Certificate. Learners who

perform well in this qualification compared to their overall performance

should strongly consider this progression route as it can lead to

employment in the business sector.

Many business and enterprise students go

into management and administration jobs or

jobs in commercial businesses. A business

and enterprise qualification can also be

helpful to get into finance, banking or

insurance.

In addition, skills in management and

marketing are also required in other

areas such as charity, social work and

local government, while a knowledge of

business is also important for

consultancy, certain teaching jobs and

for financial journalists.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
All businesses need enterprising employees to drive their organisations

forward, to have ideas and initiatives to instigate growth, and to ensure that

businesses survive in this fast-changing world. Enterprise is a key government

focus and is set to form an important part of the UK’s global economic

status, both now and in the future.  

Enterprise skills provide a fantastic progression pathway into a number of

roles in an organisation and are transferable into all businesses. Study of this

sector at Key Stage 4 will complement GCSE study 

through providing an opportunity for 

practical application alongside conceptual study. 

There are also strong opportunities for post-16 

progression in this sector.



HEALTH AND
SOCIAL CARE
'IT IS HEALTH THAT IS THE
REAL WEALTH, NOT GOLD
OR SILVER'

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Health and

Social Care is for learners who want to gain sector-specific

applied knowledge through vocational contexts by studying

human lifespan development, health and social care services

and values, and health and wellbeing as part of their Key

Stage 4 learning. 

The qualification recognises the value of 

learning skills, knowledge and vocational 

attributes to complement GCSEs. The 

qualification will broaden learners’ 

experience and understanding of the varied 

progression options available to them.



The life stages and key characteristics in the

physical, intellectual, emotional and social (PIES)

development classifications and the different

factors that can affect an individual’s growth and

development. 

Different life events and how individuals can

adapt or be supported through changes caused

by life events.

The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to

develop applied knowledge in the following areas: 

SUBJECT CONTENT

Component 1 – Human Lifespan Development 

Component 2 – Health and Social Care Services

and Values 

Component 3 – Health and Wellbeing 

Learners are expected to complete and achieve in the

following components: 

WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED?

Health and social care conditions, how they can be managed by the individual

and the different health and social care services that are available. 

The barriers and obstacles an individual may encounter and how these can be

overcome. 

The skills, attributes and values required to give care and how these benefit the

individual. 

How factors can affect an individual’s current health and wellbeing. 

How physiological indicators and an individual’s lifestyle choices determine

physical health. 

The use of the person-centered approach. 

Recommendations and actions to improving health and wellbeing and the

barriers or obstacles individuals may face when following recommendations and

the support available to overcome.



HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Components 1 and 2 are internally assessed by completing set

assignments within the classroom. These components account for 60%

of the final mark.

Component 3 is a 2-hour written 

examination which is externally 

assessed under exam conditions 

and is 40% of the final mark. 

STUDYING HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
MAY LEAD TO:
Health and social care is one of the fastest growing sectors in the UK

with demand for both health and social care employees continuously

rising. In 2019/20, the adult social care sector contributed

approximately £41.2 billion a year to the UK economy. 

Social care employees, such as care assistants and social workers

work with individuals to support them to be as independent as

possible in their own homes, in care homes or nursing homes. 

Healthcare employees, such as doctors, pharmacists, nurses,

midwives, healthcare assistants and physiotherapists, work with

individuals to enhance their quality of life by improving their

health. 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Approximately 3 million people are currently employed in the sector. In

2019, it was estimated that by 2035 approximately 2.17 million health

and social care job vacancies will need to be filled.


