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Treasured histories  

If you’ve been down Castle Street this year, you might have spotted a big white tent opposite the Princes 

Quay shopping centre. This has been home to a team of archaeologists, digging in the ground to find 

objects, or artefacts, which provide clues about what people did in the past. 

The archaeologists have been excavating Trinity Burial Ground, where thousands of people were buried 

during the Georgian and Victorian eras. Lots of different objects have been found with the burials which 

tell us about the people who lived in Hull nearly 200 years ago. 

By finding out how these objects were made, used, and cared for, we can rediscover the stories and 

voices of people from the past – where they came from, what they did, what they looked like, what was 

important to them. We too have lots of treasured objects in our homes which might tell archaeologists of 

the future about our lives today. 

We want to get a snapshot of the personal treasures of Hullensians today and showcase them on a 

display by the A63 while the new road is built.  

We’re inviting children of all ages across Hull to share a picture and a story about their personal 

treasures. The pictures could be drawn, painted, photographed or collaged – get creative! We’d like to 

hear about why you’ve selected this object and what makes it special. It might be unusual, or given to 

you by someone, or you might have a particular memory attached to it. 

Send us your picture as a .jpg file and submit your answer to these questions: 

• What is your object?  

• How did you get it? 

• Why is it your personal treasure? 

• What could archaeologists in the future learn from this object? 

Send in your submissions to A63CastleStreet.Hull@highwaysengland.co.uk by Friday 23 September.  

Find out more about the some of the interesting artefacts found by the archaeologists at Trinity Burial 

Ground on our website: https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/a63-castle-street-archaeology/  
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Here are some activities to get you inspired 

What am I?  

Here is a selection of objects found by the archaeologists at Trinity Burial Ground. Read these riddles 

and guess which object they match. 

 

 

Riddle 1  

I have a tongue but no face. What am I? 

Riddle 2  

I have a head and a tail but no body. What am I? 

Riddle 3  
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I have arms but no hands. What am I? 

Riddle 4  

You can hear me but I have no voice. What am I? 

 

Every object has a story to tell 

Hull was an important port in the 18th and 19th Centuries. Raw materials and finished objects were 

brought here by traders and migrants from across the world. 

What do you think these objects are made from and where do you think they came from? 

A.   Coin                       

B.   Jug fragment              
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C.   Hair comb 

D.  Unidentified tool 

E.  Knife handle 

If you could talk to the person who made or owned these artefacts, what questions would you ask? 

 

Create a time capsule 

Objects are like messages from the past, telling us what life was like long ago. By making a time 

capsule, we can decide what messages we want to send to the future about our lives today. You could 

bury your time capsule in the ground (ask permission before digging!) or you could ask your 

parent/guardian to keep it safely until you’re older. 

1. Think about the messages you want your time capsule to send. They could be for your future self 

or someone else in the future. You could focus on a moment in time (e.g. lockdown, this summer) or part 

of your life (e.g. a hobby, school life, where you live). 

2. Make a list of the items that will get your message across. What objects would tell someone else 

about the story you want to tell? These might include a letter to your future self, newspaper clippings, 

coins or photographs. 
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3. Collect all your items. If there are things which are important to you that you want to keep, you 

could draw a picture of them or take a photo. 

4. Find a container for your items. If it is going outside in the ground, it needs to be sturdy and 

watertight. You could put your items in individual plastic bags. If it is staying indoors, you could use a 

cardboard box. Check how much space you need for your objects. Decide when your time capsule 

should be opened and write the date on the lid.  

5. Have a ceremony to bury or hide your time capsule! Make a map to show where it is and write 

down when you plan to open it again – or leave it for an archaeologist to discover in the future. 
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Answers  

What am I? 

Riddle 1  

I have a tongue but no face. What am I? 

Answer - Shoe 

Riddle 2  

I have a head and a tail but no body. What am I? 

Answer – Coin 

Riddle 3  

I have arms but no hands. What am I? 

Answer – Spectacles 

Riddle 4  

You can hear me but I have no voice. What am I? 

Answer – Shell 

Every object has a story to tell 

A. Coin – Bronze - France 

B. Jug fragment – ceramic – Germany 

C. Hair comb – tortoise shell – Pacific Ocean  

D. Unidentified tool – whale bone – Greenland 

E. Knife handle – mother of pearl – Australia 

 


