BTEC
MUSIC

'MUSIC
COMES TO ME
MORE
READILY THAN
WORDS'

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT?
BTEC First Award in Music can help you take your first steps towards a career in Music
and other Performing Art subjects. You’ll learn essential skills such as: communication,
public speaking, collaboration, creativity, music performance development,
organisation and leading events and activities.

Students can achieve a Level 2 Award in Music at either Pass, Merit,
Distinction or Distinction* level. The course covers a range of areas
making links between music as a subject and the music industry.

SUBJECT CONTENT
The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Music has been designed primarily for young people who
may wish to explore a vocational route throughout Key Stage 4, but it is also suitable for
other learners who want a vocationally focused introduction to this area of study.

Students will cover four units over the course of the year and are assessed in a variety
of ways.

Unit 1 – The Music Industry
Unit 2 – Managing a Music Product
Unit 5 – Introducing Music Performance
Unit 7 – Introducing Music Sequencing

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The majority of the units are assessed by moderated internal assessment. This means
that all the work students complete through the course is linked to their assessment
grade. Students are given individual assignments that are completed during classroom
or practical activities. Assessment can be done by both visual/practical/recorded
performance or written work.

Unit 1 – The Music Industry: assessed through an externally marked exam (25%).

Unit 2 – Managing a Music Production: assessed through the planning, marketing,
promoting and delivering of a music event/product (25%).

Unit 5 – Introducing Music Performance: assessed
through a music performance on your chosen instrument,
with supporting rehearsal diary entries to show your
understanding of music performance skills and to show
development over a period of time (25%).

Unit 7 – Introducing Music Sequencing: assessed through
a presentation of music sequencing skills and creating a
piece of music using sequencing techniques on a
computer (25%).

LEARNING AIMS OF THE UNITS STUDIED
Unit 1: The Music Industry
Understand different types of organisations that make up the music industry.
Understand job roles in the music industry.

Unit 2: Managing a Music Product
Plan, develop and deliver a music product.
Promote a music product.
Review the management of a music product.

Unit 5: Introducing Music Performance
Develop your music performance skills and review your own practice.
Use your music performance skills within rehearsal and performance.

Unit 7: Introducing Music Sequencing
Explore music sequencing techniques.
Use music sequencing software to create music.

STUDYING MUSIC MAY LEAD TO:
BTEC in Music teaches the knowledge and skills students will need to work in the Music
industry. After completing a BTEC First, learners can go on to study BTEC Nationals, A
levels or a combination of the two.

BTEC Music may allow students to continue onto the following professions:

Music/Record Producer

Booking agent

Performer

Arranger;

Songwriter

Music Publisher;

Recording/Sound Engineer

Weddings;

Music Teacher

Music Promoter;

Composer

Sound Mixer;

Music Therapist

Event Manager/Planner;

Conductor

Music instrument sales;

Music Journalist

Instrument technician

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
With BTEC, you'll be assessed throughout the course, on a range of assignments, rather
than in one final exam.

BTECs let you present your work in a way that suits your style
and makes the best of what you produce. This ensures that all
work contributes to your final assessment.

Students will be responsible for providing evidence linked to
their assessment criteria in a variety of ways across the four
units. Students will be responsible for carrying out
performances, producing written reports, creating music
products and compositions and delivering presentations.

