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07/01/2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
No doubt this week’s announcement of another extended period of national lockdown will be difficult 
for many of us.  As you are already aware, all students are now undertaking online learning at home 
as part of a national lockdown in response to a surge in COVID-19 and a new variant in the virus. This 
situation will remain in place until further notice, but is expected to last until at least February half 
term. 
 
As students and families in Year 11, you will no doubt be concerned about the arrangements for the 
summer exams. I am truly sorry not to be able to provide you with the certainty and answers that you 
will want today. The government has not yet released details of what adjustments they intend to make 
to the summer exams – but I am confident this will follow soon. It is important that every student 
understands that we will continue to deliver the curriculum and prepare you for whatever type of 
assessment will be used to award your qualifications. Your school year has not ended, and your 
lessons will continue as Mr Abel and Ms. Scholes mentioned in their phone calls to you this week.  
 
As soon as we know more about the months ahead, we will update you. Whatever happens, students 
must continue to engage in their learning, try to remain positive and remember that all they have 
learned, and the skills they have developed, are still very important and will be needed. Our message 
is:  please do not give up or disengage from your learning during this time! 
 
We are in a very different position to March 2020; we have been able to transition to online delivery 
much more rapidly and effectively and expect all students to engage fully with their learning. 
Engagement and attendance will be closely monitored, and we will act where we see a lack of 
participation. If your child has been unable to access their lessons due to lack ICT or internet access 
please contact the Academy as soon as possible so we can reduce the amount of learning missed. 
 
While it will never be the same as being in school, we have learned many lessons from 2020 and I 
expect everyone’s experience to be much more dynamic and effective. We also want to ensure that 
your child’s welfare and well-being is protected. You are not alone – the school is open and online for 
you. Your teachers, teaching assistants with support staff will be making regular contact with you. 
 
On another note, before the Christmas break year 11 pupils were issued a letter from Wyke explaining 
that they have changed their application deadline to Friday 15th January 2021. Therefore, any student 
that is interested in applying to Wyke needs to apply before Friday 15th January, otherwise you may 
not be able to attend in September 2021.  
Pupils may need their predicted grades for these, which you should also have received via the MyEd 
app. 
I am confident that we can all navigate this next period effectively. We will be in touch regularly in the 
coming days and weeks with updates and to share as much good news and positivity as possible!  
 
Please accept my very best wishes to you all at this difficult time.  
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr Abel 
Head of Year 11 

 


